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From the Editor 
I’m finalising this issue of Smokebox on the evening of Saturday 26th March, the day before the 

clocks go forward and we have our first open day of the year (advertised in Bulletin).  There has been 

a lot to do in preparation, mainly because I embarked on significant alterations late last year which 

have been completed only late this afternoon.  Talk about cutting it fine!  These pictures show the 

two most significant alterations.  This is the new steaming up road, which is accessed off a 

headshunt in the terminus at the side of the house.  It’s made of reclaimed aluminium angle with a 

Roundhouse connection.  It’s open so that the condensate emitted from locos as they warm up can 

drop onto the ground rather than gather in pools around the sleepers.  The track immediately inside 

the new road can also be used for steaming up and may indeed be needed tomorrow as over a 

dozen visitors are expected, but its primary purpose is to stable locos as they cool down after a run.  

There is another steaming up area elsewhere on the layout, but visitors tend to use this one as it’s 

the first one they encounter as they come out of the garage and into the garden. 

The second piece of 

work has been a 

change to a junction, 

to provide a flowing 

and more generous 

curve approaching the 

part of the line which 

dives down under the 

original, level portion 

of the line.  It’s also 

enabled me to remove 

a six-foot radius single 

slip which was 

preventing me running 

Gauge One locos on 

the level section of the 

line.  The change means that the minimum radius on the level part is now eight feet or more, much 

more suitable for a range of Gauge One locos.  The point and diamond crossing are scratch built.  

The sleepers are mahogany from the fire surround that the builders installed when the house was 

built.  We replaced it over 15 years ago but I didn’t throw the original one away, reasoning that it 

would eventually come in useful.  I’m happy to explain the construction method to anyone who is 

interested, but I won’t bother documenting it here as I suspect that it would have minority interest.  

The wires carry power to the motors on the point top centre and another further up the garden.  

The point motors are LGB and some have been in use for nearly 28 years. 
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The single slip has 

been reused as part of 

the new steaming up 

arrangements referred 

to above.  And the 

Roundhouse 

connection?  The 

aluminium angle came 

from a greenhouse 

which my late 

mother’s neighbour 

was breaking up.  It’s 

been waiting five or six 

years to find use.  

Mum lived in Cantley until the end of her life, which someone may know is a suburb of Doncaster, 

south of the racecourse.  Visits to mum during the week were never a chore as I could usually slope 

off for an hour to Churchill Road after lunch… 

Copy deadline for May Smokebox: Thursday 21st April 2022 

Alan, Smokebox Editor 

From the Chair 
It was good to see Ridgmont erected at the last meeting – it posed no problems during assembly 

and, as far as I could tell, gave decent running on both tracks. A testament to the layouts solid design 

and the superior materials available in days gone by. We had plenty of runs and enough members at 

the end of the day to pack everything away without undue stress. Eaton Downs, on the other hand, 

went up very well and the sections aligned themselves pretty much perfectly and this despite the 

fact that the busy team employed putting it up had the sections completely out of sequence! A 

disassembly and reassembly followed and then all was well. Thank goodness for extensive use of jigs 

during manufacture. Ted was then able to ease the rather tight curves leading into the 32 mm loops 

to make future running (particularly those of speedy inclination) less problematic. During Ted’s 

modifications the 45 mm members made full use of the outer circuit. 

Away from Bedfordshire I was able to visit the Fosse Exhibition Hall where a Garden Railway show 

was held two weekends ago. It was great to get to a show again and even better to chat a surprising 

number of Beds members and a few old Gauge 1 friends. I spoke to several exhibitors who have 

expressed an interest in SIB and they all seemed very enthusiastic to attend.  

This weekend (19th March) I visited Statfold 

Barn Railway for “The Last Days of Penrhyn 

Steam” with Ken Reade and Garth 

Bridgwood. Ken has carried out extensive 

research into the Penrhyn system and 

Garth recently acquired an early but 

incomplete model of Ogwen. We were 

looking forward to seeing the locos in 

steam and we were not disappointed. 

Having been given a 16mm scale model of 

Ogwen, unfortunately with some parts 

missing, Garth went specifically to see the 

real thing and identify the missing parts, 
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such as the regulator connection to the steam dome and the lagged steam pipes to the cylinders, 

plus any other parts he could add to his model. The loco looked magnificent in Penryn livery and he 

was able to stand on the footplate as shown in the photo, along with a few others.  All the Penrhyn 

locos were superb and as a bonus there were quite a number of other locos in steam as well – I can 

still smell the smoke! It was a very well attended show, the weather was excellent and a day to 

remember. I took a few photos to record the event with my elderly camera and trusty phone, I hope 

you enjoy them. As a final bonus, we were able to look around the workshops. What joy – superb 

engineering covering all aspects of steam locomotive maintenance and a new quarry Hunslet under 

construction. There was even a standard gauge LBSCR Terrier Tank being rebuilt. 

Bob, Chairman 

Visit to Statfold Barn – pictures from Bob and Garth 

Marchlyn getting ready to 
take to the road 

 

Double headed well tanks 
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Visit to Statfold Barn – pictures from Bob and Garth 

Well tank Surry County 
Council GP 39 looking the 
part 

 

A Penrhyn trio 

 

Wren Class “Roger” about to 
run round the garden 
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Visit to Statfold Barn – pictures from Bob and Garth 

18” Gauge “Jack” taking a 
rest in the museum 

 

Fiji with double skinned cab 
roof 

 

 

Meeting Dates 
Here are all meeting dates until the end of the year.  Please note that the start time is 10.30 with 

close at 16.00. 

• Sunday 3rd April 

• Sunday 1st May 

• Sunday 5th June 

• Sunday 3rd July 

• Sunday 7th August 

• Sunday 4th September 

• Sunday 2nd October 

• Sunday 6th November 

• Saturday 26th  November Steam in Beds Show 

• Sunday 4th December (to be confirmed) 
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Committee members 
Following the AGM, the members of the BAG committee are as follows: 

Bob Gamble Chairman 

Garth Bridgwood Sec/Treas 

Steve Knapman Membership 

Ted Robinson Track Man. 

 

Steam in Beds Update 
Chris Pretty has provided the following update 

April 

I make no apology for repeating below the opening paragraph from my March update. 

During the Groups A.G.M. held during our February meeting Bob Gamble explained that if we were to 

run a Steam in Beds this year it would need the full support of the membership. In other words we 

would need members to step up to help organise it. Those members present were asked to vote on 

whether they would support holding Steam in Beds this year. The vote showed that members were 

overwhelming in favour of holding the event.  

It is therefore disappointing at how little response we have had from members. So far only a handful 

have come forward to offer help. To serve as a reminder, I have again listed the areas that still need 

to be covered. 

Catering         

• Purchase a selection of Cakes, Danish etc. 

• Purchase consumables, Paper Plates, Cups etc. 

• Help with the Catering on the day  

Stewards 

There are many areas that need to be covered before and during the show including preparation of 

the Church and Hall on Friday. Ray Butler will circulate a full list during the April meeting. 

Traders 

Ray Butler reports that we will have a full complement of Traders, unfortunately a few of our regular 

Traders are not available. However, Ray has managed to secure replacements so no empty tables. 

Once he has completed the final confirmations, we will publish the full list. 

Chris Pretty 

SIB Project Manager 

c.pretty0301@btinternet.com 

Sales & Wants 
Please note that a table will be placed at the back of the hall for members to place any items they 

have for sale. 

For Sale by John Kitchenman 
01234 838978 or john.kitchenman@btopenworld.com 

mailto:c.pretty0301@btinternet.com
mailto:john.kitchenman@btopenworld.com
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Cheddar Samson, 32 mm gauge (fixed), 2.4 
GHz radio control, colour black, £1175.  

 
Accucraft Wrekin, dual gauge 32 mm/45 mm, 
manual control, colour maroon, £775. 

 
Merlin Mayflower, dual gauge 32 mm/45 
mm, 2.4 GHz radio control, colour green, 
£1075. 

 

All in good used condition and good runners. 


